
Candidate Responses from Halifax-West 

 
 

• REGAN, Geoff (Liberal) 
• SHUMAN, Fred (Conservative) 
• WILSON, Jacob (NDP-New Democratic Party) 
• ZURAWSKI, Richard (Green Party) 
 

1. Internet/Cellular Connectivity: Communities need internet and cell service to attract 
residents and businesses. The federal government committed $1.7 billion to internet 
funding in the 2019 budget. While a good start, this is not enough money, and municipal 
governments can’t afford what is needed. 

 

What are you prepared to do to connect Nova Scotia’s communities? 
 

Jacob Wilson, NDP: New Democrats believe that no matter where you live in Canada, you 
should be able to stay connected – without breaking the bank because of unfair gouging. That’s 
why, until the industry becomes more competitive, we’ll put in place a price cap to make sure 
that Canadians aren’t paying more than the global average for their cell phone and internet bills. 
Expanding cell coverage and delivering reliable, affordable broadband internet to every 
community in Canada is vital to the economic future of rural Canada and remote communities. 
But it has been ignored by successive governments for far too long. A New Democrat 
government will change that by delivering high-speed rural broadband to all communities in 
Canada without delay and ensuring that reliable cell phone service is expanded to every area of 
Canada, while keeping rates affordable for families and businesses. 
 

2. Program Design: The Gas Tax Fund (GTF) is a great federal-municipal partnership. 
Other federal programs aren’t as straightforward, requiring provincial matching funds or 
administrative approvals.  
 

Do you support more programs designed like the GTF, to ensure that Nova 

Scotian municipalities with limited resources are able to partner directly with the 

federal government to respond to local needs? 
 

Jacob Wilson, NDP: New Democrats think that the one-time increase to municipalities from the 
Federal Gas Tax fund is not going to get our communities the modernized transit, climate 
resilient infrastructure, or affordable housing they need to succeed in the long run. A New 
Democrat government is committed to be a long-term, stable partner for our municipalities when 
it comes to infrastructure funding. 
 

3. Infrastructure Funding: Municipalities own close to 60% of public infrastructure but 
receive just ten cents of every tax dollar collected. Many federal infrastructure funding 
programs are available but applying to them requires staff capacity that many small 
municipalities lack. 
 

Would you commit to funding staff and program resources at NSFM to support 

small and rural municipalities to access much-needed infrastructure funding? 

 



Jacob Wilson, NDP: New Democrats believe that Canadians should be able to count on the 
federal government to invest in infrastructure to make a real difference in communities across 
the country, not to pad the bank accounts of investment firms. Our vision is one where 
communities can afford to build the infrastructure they need to thrive, from roads and bridges to 
community centres and childcare centres, and everything in between. These investments will 
create good jobs in every part of the country. To get there, we will partner with provinces, 
territories, First Nations, and municipalities to deliver reliable public infrastructure funding that 
puts people – not profit – first. By using Community Benefit Agreements, we will guarantee that 
good jobs, training, apprenticeships, and support for local businesses are part of every 
infrastructure project. 
 

4. Cannabis: The federal government promised a significant portion of cannabis tax 
revenues would be shared with municipalities. Despite multiple requests for revenue-
sharing arrangements, no long-term commitment has been achieved here in Nova 
Scotia. 
 

What will you do to work with municipalities to ensure they are delivered a portion 

of cannabis-related excise tax? 
 

Jacob Wilson, NDP: Years of Conservative cuts and liberal underfunding have left cities 
struggling to keep up with more and more responsibility on a shorter and shorter budget. Now 
with cannabis, the Liberals have again downloaded their responsibility. Justin Trudeau has 
shifted the entire burden of legalization onto the provinces and municipalities, requiring them to 
assume more responsibility. Regrettably, he did so without resolving key issues like taxation, 
regulation, safety and investment in research and public education. The Liberals did not have a 
plan to legalize cannabis and they still do not have one. This shows a great lack of leadership 
on the part of Justin Trudeau and his Liberal government. Today municipalities have to deal with 
the consequences of legalization without the support they need. We’ll work to reverse the 
effects that years of downloading have had on municipalities, and we’ll work with the provinces 
and the cities to ensure that everyone has a seat at the table. 
 

5. Affordable Housing: If elected, what would you and your party do to increase the 
supply of affordable housing in your communities?  
 

Would your government honour the commitments made under the $40-billion 

National Housing Strategy? 
 

Jacob Wilson, NDP: New Democrats are committed to a National Housing Strategy and to 
maintaining and enhancing the $40 billion commitment to build affordable housing in 
communities across Canada. We have an ambitious plan that will make a difference in every 
community in our country – because finding a good, affordable place to live shouldn’t be like 
winning the lottery. It’s time to relieve the stress and worry that people feel by choosing to make 
it easier to rent and buy a home. A major part of the long-term solution to the problem is to 
ensure that more affordable rental units are built across the country. One in three Canadians is 
a renter. In many cities, the few affordable apartments available get snapped up quickly, and 
people end up living in either inadequate housing or forced to spend a huge chunk of their 
income on rent. A New Democrat government will also create 500,000 units of quality, 
affordable housing in the next ten years, with half of that done within five years. This will be 
achieved with the right mix of effective measures that work in partnership with provinces and 
municipalities, build capacity for social, community, and affordable housing providers and co-



ops, and meet environmental energy efficiency goals. This ambitious plan will create thousands 
of jobs in communities all across the country, and help Canadians get the affordable housing 
they need. Our federal investment will begin with $5 billion in additional funding in the first year 
and a half of a New Democrat government. In order to kick-start the construction of co-ops, 
social, and non-profit housing, we will set up dedicated fast-start funds to streamline the 
application process and help communities get the expertise and assistance they need to get 
projects off the ground today, not years from now. And for Canadians who are open to 
innovative paths to home ownership, a New Democrat government will provide resources to 
facilitate co-housing, such as model co-ownership agreements and connections to local 
resources, and ease access to financing by offering CMHC-backed co-ownership mortgages. 
Also, to help put an end to speculation that’s fueling high housing prices, we’ll put in place a 
Foreign Buyer’s tax on the sale of homes to individuals who aren’t Canadian citizens or 
permanent residents. New Democrats will also fight money laundering, which fuels organized 
crime and drives up housing prices. 
 

6. Immigration: Immigration must play a key part in helping our communities remain 
viable, but numbers show that many immigrants to Nova Scotia forge westward in 
search of healthier economies.  
 

What will you and your party do to help Nova Scotian communities, especially 

rural communities, attract - and more importantly, retain - immigrants? 

 

Jacob Wilson, NDP: New Democrats believe that immigration makes Canada stronger, 
welcoming new Canadians from around the world builds our communities and boosts our 
economy. Our immigration system should be accountable to Canadians and rooted in the 
values of fairness, respect, and dignity. A New Democrat government will make sure that our 
immigration policies and levels meet Canada’s labour force needs and recognize people’s 
experiences, contributions, and ties to Canada. We will work with the provinces to address gaps 
in settlement services and improve foreign credentials recognition. 

 

7. Climate Change: The aftermath of Hurricane Dorian has exposed Nova Scotians to the 
costs of new weather extremes. Federal representatives from all parties need to commit 
to long-term tools that will empower our municipal leaders to protect Canadians from 
these changing conditions.  
 

How will your government ensure municipalities are helped to make their 

communities more resilient and to green our economies? 
 

Jacob Wilson, NDP: As the impacts of climate change are felt across the country, New 
Democrats believe that all levels of government have to step-up to help communities cope with 
the impacts of extreme weather. That’s why a New Democrat government will expand federal 
funding to respond to disasters and support communities in proactively adapting their 
infrastructure to withstand floods, forest fires, and other extreme weather events. We will also 
partner with Canadians and communities to make serious investments in making buildings more 
energy efficient to help families save money and fight climate change. Canada has huge 
untapped renewable energy potential. With the right leadership, we can protect good, family-
sustaining jobs across the country and broaden our economy while making the shift to electricity 
that meets our emissions targets. New Democrats will set a target to power Canada with net 
carbon-free electricity by 2030 and move to 100% non-emitting electricity by 2050. To drive this 
progress, we will establish a new Canadian Climate Bank. This bank will help boost investment 



in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and low carbon technology across the country. It will 
also provide support for interested provinces to inter-connect power grids and introduce smart 
grid technology to bolster Canada’s energy security and distribute clean power across the 
country. The Climate Bank will also support made-in-Canada manufacturing of renewable 
energy components and technologies and help scale up Canada’s clean energy industry. 
Meeting this carbon-free electricity goal in a way that respects local communities and creates 
good jobs is essential. We’ll support investments in innovative community-owned and operated 
clean energy projects to keep jobs and expertise local, work in partnership with Indigenous and 
northern communities to move off diesel, improve energy security, and cut emissions and air 
pollution. One thing we won’t do is continue down the path that Liberal and Conservative 
governments have chosen when it comes to spending public money on oil and gas subsidies. 
Canada currently spends $3.3 billion per year, more per capita than any other G7 country, on oil 
and gas subsidies. And on top of that, Justin Trudeau purchased the Kinder Morgan oil pipeline 
for a staggering $4.5 billion and gave another $1.6 billion in handouts to the oil patch. New 
Democrats know that public funds are best spent supporting the transition to renewable energy 
rather than on profitable oil and gas companies. We will fulfill Canada’s G-20 commitment to 
eliminate these fossil fuel subsidies and redirect these funds to low carbon initiatives. 
 

 

 


