


Information Sheet: Marketing Levies Consultation
The Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing (DMAH) and the Department of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage (CCTH) are looking to consult with municipalities and the accommodation sector on proposed amendments relating to marketing levies in the province.  
What is a marketing levy and what is the current landscape?
A marketing levy is a tax collected by commercial accommodation providers and remitted to the municipality. Municipalities use the money collected to promote regional tourism and fund major recreational, cultural, and tourism-related events and activities. 
Currently, there is legislation enabling marketing levies in four areas across Nova Scotia: the Halifax Regional Municipality Marketing Levy Act, the Cape Breton Island Marketing Levy Act, the Yarmouth Marketing and Promotions Levy Act; and the Digby Marketing and Promotions Levy Act. 
Why are we looking at changes?
We have received requests from municipalities to establish new marketing levies for other areas of the province. The proposed amendments are meant to provide consistency across the province in how marketing levies operate, while maintaining flexibility for local decision making. 

What are we consulting on?
[bookmark: _Int_GBtlIemq][bookmark: _Int_7K7tBuPy]DMAH and CCTH are looking to hear your feedback on the proposed changes to the Municipal Government Act and Halifax Regional Municipality Charter to:
· [bookmark: _Int_XlP1wt0R]Provide authority for municipal councils, should they choose, to apply a marketing levy up to a maximum rate of 3% of the price of an accommodation with one or more rooms. 
· Require the levy to be used to promote the region/area as a tourism destination or provided to an organization that promotes the region/area as a tourism destination. 
· Allow municipalities to establish by-laws to set the rate, provide exemptions, method of collection, remittance, etc. for the administration of the levy.
· Require, if a marketing levy is applied by a municipality, accommodations operators to collect levies and remit them to the municipality.
· [bookmark: _Int_MbrlU5Ln]Include exemptions similar to those contained in the Digby Marketing and Promotions Levy Act: Digby Marketing and Promotions Levy Act (nslegislature.ca):
· Person(s) paying less than $20 daily rate;
· A student in an accommodation owned/operated in a post-secondary institution while they are registered and attending the institution; 
· Person(s) staying in a room for more than 30 days; or
· Accommodation exempted under by-laws.
How will we be consulting with you?
We will be consulting via online sessions for which you are invited to join and provide your feedback on the proposal and learn more about best practices for marketing levies. 
If you are not able to attend the session(s) or have questions, you can email us at DMAH-consultation@novascotia.ca. 



