Investigation of right-sized governance solutions for providing effective, reliable water and wastewater treatment in small rural and remote communities.

Project undertaken for Infrastructure Canada

Questions for municipal organizations and other relevant organizations
 

1. Please describe the state of water infrastructure for small, rural, remote communities, including the ability of communities to meet minimum performance standards. 


2. How would you describe the key barriers and challenges to water servicing in small, rural and remote communities in your jurisdiction?


3. (for Provincial/territorial or umbrella organizations) Is there any geographical (or other type of) concentration of the small communities that have difficulty providing water services that meet minimum performance standards?


4. Are there recent audits, reports or analyses available providing statistics or metrics on the condition of municipal water servicing? If yes, are these available for our reference?



5. What are the key financial barriers facing water servicing by smaller communities? With respect to capital investments? With respect to maintenance? With respect to operations?


6. Are there unique characteristics of communities in your jurisdiction that create unusual conditions that should be noted with respect to financing water services?



7. Which government ministries or agencies do you interact most with regarding water infrastructure planning, decision-making and financing?


8. Do governance structures present barriers to water servicing? If yes, please describe.


9. What funding model(s) are in place for the provincial/ territorial government to provide resources to small, rural remote communities in your jurisdiction?

10. What is the experience with public-private partnerships for water servicing within the jurisdiction?


11. Comment on the status of training and staff capacity/ development to manage water servicing in small, rural and remote communities. Has regionalization of services been implemented/ considered/ assessed?


12. Comment on considerations for technology selection for these communities


13. What do you consider to be best practice with respect to funding models for small, rural and remote municipal water servicing?

