Page 4 of 4
[image: image1.png]NOVA S(&)TIA

African Nova Scotian Affairs



[image: image2.png]NOVA S(&)TIA

African Nova Scotian Affairs



[image: image1.png]



M E M O R A N D U M

Date:
November 23rd, 2021
FROM:
Wayn Hamilton, Executive Director


African Nova Scotian Affairs (ANSA)
TO:

CC: 

SUBJECT:           
African Nova Scotian Affairs Support Mechanism for Civic/Municipal

Proclamations of African Heritage Month 2022
As you know, February is African Heritage Month in Nova Scotia.  For the past several years, African Nova Scotian Affairs (ANSA) has worked with municipalities to support civic/municipal proclamations.  

To provide context to the significance of African Heritage Month, I am providing anclosed overview for your perusal.  I have also included information on our funding program that will aid your Municipality with hosting a proclamation event in your area.  Should you require additional information or wish to speak directly with a Program Administration Officer, please contact our office at (902) 424-5555.
As we enter the 9th year of the International Decade for People of African Descent (DPAD) 2015-2024, I hope you will also give consideration to initiatives and activities that advance the pillars of the decade (Recognition, Justice and Development), and create opportunities for learning and sharing in your communities. 
For more information on the decade, please visit ANSA’s website at https://ansa.novascotia.ca/.
Please note, the deadline for funding applications is December 17th, 2021. 

_____________________________

Wayn Hamilton, Executive Director

Attachments

African Heritage Month in Nova Scotia
Past and Present (An Overview)
Historical Background
In 1926 Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950) organized Negro History Week which was a series of events promoting the accomplishments of people of African descent. Dr. Woodson was a Black historian, educator and publisher from New Canton, Virginia. He chose February to honor the birthdays of Emancipator and Orator Frederick Douglass (February 14) and the U.S President Abraham Lincoln (February 12). African Heritage Month emerged from this background.
In 1984, under the leadership of Terry Symonds (Halifax North End Library Youth Worker), a small committee began Black History Week in metro Halifax. In subsequent years, the committee was able to develop and deliver a number of activities; and in 1994 an organizational structure was created (the Black History Month Association) for the dedication, development and promotion of African Heritage Month across the province. 

The celebration of African Heritage Month is currently in its 4th decade in Nova Scotia.

Creation of the African Heritage Month Information Network (AHMIN)

In 2006, African Nova Scotian Affairs (ANSA) formed the African Heritage Month Information Network (AHMIN) for several reasons: 

(1) to create a mechanism for partnership opportunities for ANSA regarding involvement in the communications and promotions of African Heritage Month (AHM); 
(2) to provide government an opportunity to demonstrate to all Nova Scotians it’s strong support to the month;

(3) to ensure the growth of AHM activities across the province by increasing collaborations among African Nova Scotian organizations, as well as non-African Nova Scotian groups, institutions, local governments and businesses and

(4) to build a province-wide calendar of events, co-ordinate information sharing, and distribution

Current Roster 

The African Heritage Month Information Network (AHMIN) is a partnership with African Nova Scotian Affairs. The current AHMIN members are: 
· African Nova Scotian Music Association - Lou Gannon, President

· African Nova Scotian North-Central Network - Crystal States, Regional Educator, Black Educators Association 

· African Nova Scotian Southwest Network - Brenda Francis, Regional Educator, Black Educators Association 

· Black Cultural Centre - Russell Grosse, Executive Director – Current AHMIN co-lead
· Black History Month Association - Tracey Jones-Grant & Crystal Mulder - co-chair’s, BHMA 

· Cumberland African Nova Scotian Association - Elizabeth Cooke-Sumbu, Executive Director

· Valley African Nova Scotian Development Association - Robert Ffrench, Executive Director

· Zone 7 African Cultural Heritage Awareness Association – Lorraine Reddick,  Councilor Desmond and Tara Reddick
Key Functions of the AHMIN
Currently, the main tasks undertaken by the AHMIN are:
· Participate on various sub-committees including but not limited to: poster design, distribution, and thematic consideration.

· Be a key resource for information and or ‘co-partnering’ with municipalities, other civic entities for civic launches, community events and businesses.

· Be the regional hub for poster distribution.

The AHMIN continues to increase its reach and functions in support and promotion of African Heritage Month. The goal of the AHMIN is to expand these functions in the years ahead. 

Key Functions for ANSA 

Currently, ANSA is the government co-lead of the AHMIN.  Along with providing leadership, ANSA is responsible for:
· Arranging and coordinating the provincial government’s launch of African Heritage Month at the Provincial Legislature;

· Providing financial support for the graphic design, printing and distribution of AHM poster;

· Liaising with AHMIN and various municipalities for their localized individual civic proclamation launches;

· Providing departmental and government content for social media and e-information portals to the communities and media outlets;

· Maintain the AHM calendar of events;

· Assisting with AHMIN meetings, consultations, issue resolution and

· Providing funding support via ANSA’s Grants and Contributions application process to community groups to stage AHM activities.

Background to Municipal/Civic Proclamation Launches 
In 2004, ANSA held the inaugural reading of the African Heritage Month proclamation in the Red Chamber at Province House. Similar events were also held in Sydney and Halifax (HRM). 

Over the years, ANSA has been working to expand the awareness and understanding of African Heritage Month across the province. We have used unique and innovative ways for all Nova Scotian to be informed about various activities and we are constantly striving to create and maintain positive relationships with community groups, institutions and various levels of government. 

ANSA has provided resources to formulate the African Heritage Month Information Network which is our attempt at ensuring the month has a pan-provincial perspective.  This allows information sharing and partnerships to develop that help the Information Network be a credible partner for working with various local municipal officials. 

Current Profile of Civic Proclamations 

Since 2004 the number of civic proclamation launches has expanded. The majority of civic pronouncements are fully developed events with content and context. They are a collaborative opportunity with the African Nova Scotian community and include not only the reading of a ‘localize civic proclamation’ but also an informal reception at the end of the program for the general public.

We realize that civic officials can play a key role in promoting and acknowledging the month in a variety of ways. However, according to community feedback, hosting or co-hosting the reading of an African Heritage Month Proclamation yields more favorable opportunities to build positive relationships. 

