From: Cynthia Bazinet <cbazinet@barringtonmunicipality.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2025 11:20 AM
To: Ian Morrison <IMorrison@nsfm.ca>
Cc: Belle Hatfield <Belle.Hatfield@townofyarmouth.ca>
Subject: A letter for the Board on the land acknowledgment

Good morning, Ian. Would you please be so kind as to direct this email to the Board?  Many thanks. 

Dear Members of the NSFM Board,

I am writing to express my personal appreciation for the Board’s recent inclusion of the contributions and enduring legacy of the African Nova Scotian community in its land acknowledgment. This expansion reflects a meaningful commitment to equity and inclusion by recognizing this historically marginalized community whose stories have shaped Nova Scotia in significant ways.

Although I understand that NSFM historically adopts the acknowledgment that the Province uses at SCCF fund announcements, I request that the Board consider a further evolution of the acknowledgment as a statement of its own organizational values—specifically, to include the Acadian and Gaelic communities whose histories, contributions, and cultural resilience are also foundational to the province.

As the Board has moved beyond the original purpose of land acknowledgments, which historically focused on recognizing Mi’kmaq sovereignty and treaty relationships, its expanded version now also recognizes a distinct people whose presence in Nova Scotia is rooted in forced displacement and systemic discrimination. This broader approach reflects an understanding that acknowledgments can hold space for multiple histories of struggle, endurance, and cultural significance.

Within that expanded framework, there is a strong rationale for also recognizing Acadians and Gaels. The Acadians have lived in Nova Scotia since the early 1600s and endured the Grand Dérangement, one of the most significant mass displacements in North American history. Their ongoing cultural presence is a vital and strongly felt in many areas of the Province.

As well, Gaelic settlers and their descendants have profoundly shaped the cultural, linguistic, and musical traditions of Nova Scotia for over two centuries. Their history also includes hardship, forced migration, and marginalization, particularly in the 19th century.

Both communities have made substantial contributions to the fabric of Nova Scotia, and their inclusion would reflect a more complete and equitable acknowledgment of the people who have shaped this Province, not only through legal or treaty relationships but also through shared cultural history, perseverance, and identity.

It is worth noting that recognizing Acadians and Gaels would not diminish the central and essential place of the Mi’kmaq or African Nova Scotian people within the acknowledgment. Moreover, their inclusion would underscore the Board’s commitment to honouring all communities whose collective histories inform our present and guide us toward a more inclusive future, especially as we focus our efforts on the value of embracing equity, diversity, and inclusion as an essential factor in fostering healthy communities.

It is helpful to remember William Faulkner’s apt observation: “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” More fully, he elaborates that “All of us labor in webs spun long before we were born, webs of heredity and environment, of desire and consequence, of history and eternity” (Requiem for a Nun, 1951). To honour the experiences and contributions of all four communities is to face our past with honesty and our future with accountability.

Sincerely,

Cynthia G. Bazinet

Cynthia G. Bazinet, Ph.D.
Deputy Warden
2447 Highway 3, Barrington, NS
P.O. Box 100

Tel:  902-768-2460
Tel: 902-637-2015
https://www.barringtonmunicipality.com/


