Advisory Committee Update to Board of Directors
February 6th, 2026

Municipal Autonomy Advisory Committee
Meetings:
· The last meeting of this committee was June 6, 2025.
· A meeting scheduled for October 23, 2025, did not obtain quorum.
· The next meeting will be scheduled after the vacant position is filled.
Recruitment:
· Recruitment completed to fill the vacancies. Please see the recommendation document. Once these appointments are made, all positions but the CAO position on this committee will be filled. 
Advocacy Requests/Activities:
Municipal Modernization
· Committee members considered specific changes in provincial legislation that would help reach this advocacy goal, such as control over property taxation without provincial limitations (CAP) or additions (education). In doing so, committee members aimed to identify specific pieces of work that were 1) a common concern for the NSFM membership, and 2) a viable “low-hanging-fruit” opportunity. There is a consensus among committee members that municipal autonomy is currently being diminished (e.g.: Police Review, Wind-turbine Minimum Planning Standard, by-law quashing, Public Works Ministerial Powers and Priority Corridors, requirement to join a Regional Municipal Emergency Organization, etc.) rather than expanded (e.g.: marketing levy on Air bnb type accommodations, options for payment at a tax sale).
· Staff provided a review of the Municipal Modernization Act (Bill 141, October 3, 2025). Committee members agreed that the amendments included in Bill 141 were not significantly aligned with the committee’s Statement of Municipal Interest on municipal modernization.
· The Committee continues to encourage action on the following recommendations:
· Designating annual Advocacy Days with Municipal Modernization as a key theme.
· Continuing to engage in relationship building to find opportunities to increase municipal modernization with the Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing as well as other departments. 
· Expressing support for legislation that supports municipal modernization efforts at Law Amendments Committee and support municipalities that are looking to collaborate. 
· Continuing to build on work done as part of the Partnership Framework. 
· Requesting that the provincial government reintroduce the 2014 Shared Service Guide. 
Public Safety Advisory Committee
Meetings:
· The last meeting of this committee was September 24, 2025.
· The next meeting will be scheduled based on the opportunity to receive an update on Vulnerable Persons Registry regulations and support.
Recruitment:
· No recruitment was necessary for this committee as all positions are filled.
· Committee member terms will begin to expire in December 2027.
Advocacy Requests/Activities:
Vulnerable Persons Registry
· Committee members have requested an update on the development of regulations and support for municipal Vulnerable Persons Registries. NSFM staff are liaising with Department of Emergency Management staff to identify viable dates for a presentation to the committee. After reviewing these regulations, Committee members may be able to reassess the prioritization of this advocacy issue.
Rural Cellular Coverage for Emergency Preparedness
· On October 23, 2025, the Minister of Emergency Management responded to correspondence calling for the proclamation of important amendments to the Emergency Management Act (Bill 198, November 9, 2022). The Minister Masland has advised that efforts to designate telecommunications providers as critical service providers are now taking place in regulations under the Emergency Preparedness and Nova Scotia Guard Act (Bill 455, September 20, 2024). These regulations have not yet been released for staff to review. 
· NSFM has continued to hear member concerns about cellular coverage in their area. Most recently a letter was sent to the premier and all municipalities by Antigonish County on December 15, 2025. Committee members continue to recommend that telecommunications providers be designated as critical services providers with specific emergency preparedness responsibilities.

Urban Deer Population
· Committee members will be applying the Advocacy Prioritization Framework to the issue of urban deer population as requested by the Town of Yarmouth. 




