Act of Incorporation Summary Document

About the Act
The Act of Incorporation was adopted on June 24, 1981. The opportunity has emerged to update and modernize the Act. There is a process to do this, however, the process begins with considering what challenges and opportunities exist within the current landscape that the Act can address.

What We Are Hearing
What staff are hearing from the Board is that the landscape and the environment within which the organization operates is unpredictable and unsettled. As a response to that, the Board would like to have as much flexibility as possible to react, respond, and strategize to address challenges which are difficult to predict and imagine.

Summary of Changes Being Proposed
The changes being proposed can be summarized as follows:
· Language in general has been modernized by the Legislative Council Office to reflect how legislation is worded in 2026 (terminology modernized, “federation” replaces “union”)
· Under Definitions a definition of “Federation” added and the definition of “former member unit” removed
· Section 3 deals with the renaming of the Act and the change in legislation of the name of the organization from the  Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities to Nova Scotia Federation of Municipalities to the Nova Scotia Federation of Municipalities
· Section 4 (d) changed slightly to remove “Annual Conferences” and add in “conferences, events and activities for the purpose of collaboration, education and information” and resolutions directed towards general meetings or special meetings
· Section 5.1 adds natural persons powers
· Section 6.4 in the current Act removed (no longer applies)
· Section 7 (a) allows for prescribing classes of membership in the Federation through by-law; these would be classes or tiers of non-members, which may include “affiliates” or “associates” (i.e. they are not members because they are not municipalities, but may be operating in the municipal sector and, therefore, would benefit from the organization but they could not be a member or vote)
· Section 11 establishes the Federation is not a public body as defined in the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and that Act does not apply to the Federation
· Section 11 in the current Act removed (no longer applies)
· Section 15 repeals the existing Act and replaces it with the new one
· Section 15 in the current Act removed (no longer applies)
Process Going Forward
To proceed with the revised Act, the following steps need to occur:
· Resolution from NSFM Board to approve the changes
· Resolution is provided to the Legislative Council Office, along with a summary of the change
· Note: once the revised draft is prepared, a subsequent resolution of the Board may be required
· NSFM must secure an MLA to introduce the bill as a Private Member’s Bill
· The Legislative Council Office will work with the office of the MLA to introduce the bill and guide it through the legislative process






