Update on Link Nova Scotia Act Regulations
With the passing of the Link Nova Scotia Act (Bill 24) in Spring 2025, the Minister of Public Works has order-making power to order a municipality to build, change, or remove transportation infrastructure within the municipality, or to do anything that would be necessary in the interest of safe, efficient and coordinated movement of people and goods.
NSFM responded to the creation of these ministerial powers on behalf of members. As a result, NSFM succeeded in securing a commitment to a collaborative approach and apportioning costs of ordered work in an agreeable way. These commitments can be found in sections 1A (b), 7 (4), and 8 of the Act. 
To ensure clarity, fairness, and accountability, regulations have been developed that must be considered when using Ministerial order-making powers under the Act.
NSFM is pleased to see that consultation with municipalities continues to be a explicit part of the Province’s approach to advancing the Regional Transportation Plan. 
Under these regulations, which are now in force, the Minister must consider the following criteria in issuing an order under the Act:
· whether discussions with the municipality have occurred to identify mutually beneficial solutions; and,
· the potential impact on the municipality’s budget.
If the Minister chooses to issue an order, written notice will be given to the municipality and key criteria or factors in the decision will be identified.
These are just two of ten important criteria that the Minister must consider. You can find the full list of regulations here: Bill 24 Regulations - Link Nova Scotia


