Library Funding Questions for CCTH
1. Libraries are supporting priorities across multiple departments. For example, over 20,000 Nova Scotians cannot afford internet to access. Which is important for virtual healthcare. Libraries are addressing gaps daily. How is Department of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage working with other departments to ensure this role is recognized and supported through funding?

2. Libraries are reducing hours, staff, and programming. For example Annapolis Valley Regional Libraries has had a 25% reduction in total permanent staff. Elimination of the bookmobile service and a 50% reduction in programming. At what point does the Province consider service levels to be unacceptable?
 
3. In many rural communities, libraries are one of the last remaining public spaces. What is the Province’s position on potential library closures, particularly in rural communities? 

4. Municipalities have stepped in with additional funding to keep libraries open. How does the Province view this increased municipal contribution, and is there a plan to rebalance the partnership?

5. Libraries saw a reduction in provincial funding this year. With bridge funding no longer included in the 2026–2027 budget, what is the Province’s plan to ensure libraries remain operational in the short term?
· Note: if the Library Development Fund is raised as a solution, this funding has existed for several years, but was application based. It is going to be distributed to libraries without application this year. This is not new funding.
 
6. The 2024 library funding review has been completed, when can municipalities expect the results to be released?
