Equity & Community Wellbeing Committee
Report to Board of Directors
April 29th, 2026

Meetings
· The Committee has held one meeting since the last report (February 6th, 2025), on March 26th, 2026

Committee Members
· Welcomed a new committee member
· Abraham Zebian, Mayor, West Hants Regional Municipality 
· Alison Graham, Councillor, Town of Truro (Chair)
· Cynthia Bazinet, Deputy Warden, Municipality of Barrington
· Mike Butler, Councillor, Town of Wolfville    
· Norval Mitchell, Councillor, Municipality of East Hants

Advocacy Requests/Activities 
EDIA training recommendations for members: 
· At the February Board meeting, a staff report outlining EDIA training recommendations for members was requested. This work remains in progress.
Advocacy Priority: Library Funding
· At the February Board meeting, library funding was approved as an NSFM advocacy priority, with direction to send correspondence to the Province.
· Correspondence to the Minister of CCTH requesting the results of the Library Funding Review did not receive a response. However, follow-up correspondence requesting a meeting was acknowledged, and the NSFM President and CEO are seeking to schedule a meeting with the Minister.
· A presentation from CCTH on library funding is anticipated at the Spring Conference; however, the content is not yet known. In preparation, draft questions have been developed for the Q&A session that follows the presentation (see Library Funding Questions for CCTH).
· Significant research has been completed to better understand municipal contributions to library funding outside of the provincial funding formula. As well as deficits, cuts, and library programs that align with provincial priorities. 
· NSFM staff met with elected municipal officials, CAOs, and 6 of the 9 regional library CEOs/Chief Librarians.
· The Director of Advocacy and Policy, Evan Lanni, will provide a brief presentation supported by the following documents:
· Data Outlining Municipal Contributions to Libraries 
· Library Funding Brief
· Draft Library Funding Letter to Province
