Prevention Academy 2026

Strong Cities Network is a global network of municipalities committed to addressing all forms of hate, extremism, and polarization. 

In 2025, Prevention Academy Canada was launched. The purpose of this initiative, later identified as Cohort #1, was to address national and global issues that have put considerable strain on Canadian municipalities and local officials facing rising levels of hate, discrimination, division, and social polarization in their communities.  NSFM participated in this program and conducted an expression of interest process to recruit five municipal leaders to participate in the program.

Cohort #1 started in September 2025 and will conclude in May 2026. Cohort #2 starts in June 2026 and shall conclude in March 2027.

Cohort #1
The five participants in Cohort #1:
· Councillor Alison Graham, Town of Truro
· Councillor Christina Sappington, Municipality of Kings
· Councillor Fraser Patterson, Municipality of Victoria County
· Councillor Ian McGrath, Town of Truro
· Mayor Nancy Dicks, Town of New Glasgow
Four municipal leaders recently attended the Strong Cities Network Sixth Global Summit in Toronto, on behalf of NSFM (December 9-11).

Cohort #2
NSFM has been invited to participate in Cohort #2

Would there still be an allowance for NSFM to participate with five leaders? 
The current group of leaders has been absolutely amazing participants, according to the Strong Cities Network, and the event organizers are excited to offer NSFM the opportunity for five more leaders join for Cohort #2. Please also note that if any municipalities have the additional capacity to bring in more representatives, municipalities are always welcome to join in their own "seat" as well.

Are there any costs that you know of? 
As was the case with Cohort #1, there are no costs to participate in the Academy. If any municipalities would like to provide any funding towards their final "goal" delivery, travel, or other costs, they are welcome to do this but that is not a requirement.

How would the summit work, given it is in Rabat, Morocco (last year was in Toronto)? 
Last year sponsorship and proximity enabled the organizers to host an in-person module of the Prevention Academy Canada in Toronto. Unfortunately, this will not be the case this year. That said, organizers are hopeful that at least one representative from each Prevention Academy Canada municipality (i.e. one person from NSFM) will be able to join the summit in Rabat, Morocco for the Seventh Global Summit next year. 

There may be some costs associated with this that would then be passed along to the municipality of the elected leader. At this time, it is anticipated that those costs would be limited to travel to/from local airport, parking, and meals not covered at the event.

Strong Cities Network are in the process of mobilizing resources to allow  coverage of the travel of one representative per participating organization (i.e. one person from NSFM).  They will keep NSFM apprised of fundraising efforts and will share more information about the next Summit in due course.

How will the course content in Cohort #2 differ from Cohort #1?
A large part of the core content (the modules) will be the same for Cohort #2, but some changes to the structure are being proposed that may modify how participants interact with each other and the content itself. This is largely based on feedback received from the participants in Cohort #1. There are no issues with  existing cohort members wanting to reengage in Cohort #2, but ensure the content is not going to be repetitive for them and that new municipalities, or new representatives from currently participating municipalities, have access to the learnings and networks.

Video
The following video was recorded at the Strong Cities Summit in December 2025 and features Mayor Nancy Dicks and Councillors Alison Graham and Christina Sappington.
Prevention Academy Testimonial Video

Motion
That NSFM advertise, promote, and solicit the membership, through an expression of interest process, for five elected leaders to participate in Prevention Academy 2026.
Motioned
Seconded
