Public Safety Advisory Committee
Meetings: 
· The last meeting of this committee was April 1, 2026. 
· The next committee meeting is scheduled for June 24, 2026. 
Recruitment: 
· All positions on this committee are filled. Committee member terms will begin to expire in December 2027. 
Advocacy Requests/Activities: 
Vulnerable Persons Registry 
· Committee members received a presentation from Department of Emergency Management (DEM) staff providing updates on the development of Vulnerable Persons Registries (VPR) for municipalities. Municipalities are now obligated by recently enacted emergency preparedness standards to include by-laws for a VPR within their Emergency Management Programs. As VPR regulations are being prepared, DEM staff shared that work is being done to identify a viable online platform for VPRs and eligibility criteria that will be used to ensure that prioritized responses are directed to those most in need.
Rural Cellular Coverage for Emergency Preparedness 
· Committee members reviewed a letter to the Minister of Emergency Management responding to received correspondence outlining a new plan to designate telecommunications companies are critical service providers with regulations. Committee members agreed that if regulations under the Emergency Preparedness and Nova Scotia Guard Act can have the same force and effect as the Emergency Management Act passed in the legislature in 2022 then this is an acceptable new route. Committee members expressed the desire for municipalities to be involved in consultation and to receive updates on the work being done by Build Nova Scotia to address gaps in cellular coverage. NSFM has continued to hear member concerns about cellular coverage in their area, including an open letter from Victoria County on March 24, 2026. 
Urban Deer Population 
· Committee members discussed this delegated request and began to apply the Advocacy Prioritization Framework to the issue of urban deer population as requested by the Town of Yarmouth.  The Committee deferred making a recommendation on this request in order to gather more information on how widespread this concern is and what increased supports could be requested from the Province.  
 
 

