Climate Change Advisory Committee
Report to Board of Directors
April 29, 2026

Meetings
The Committee has held one meeting on March 27, 2026 since the last report (November 6, 2025). 

Committee Members
· Councillor Nancy Hartling (Halifax Regional Municipality)
· Councillor Braden Newell (Chair) (Town of Bridgewater)   
· Councillor Jennifer Houghtaling (Municipality of Cumberland)
· Councillor Courtney Wentzell (Region of Queens Municipality) 
· Councillor Loren Cushing (Municipality of the District of Yarmouth)


Staff Advisor
· David MacIsaac took over from Dani Coffey following the October 2025 meeting.

Recruitment:
· Recruitment was completed to fill committee vacancies, and these were approved by the NSFM Board at their meeting on February 6, 2026.  The new members are Coun. Nancy Hartling and Coun. Braden Newell.
· There remains one vacant seat that is designated for a CAO.

Advocacy Requests/Activities 

There are currently two advocacy priorities for this committee: 

1) Coastal land-use planning  
· This was requested by several municipalities in response to the provincial decision to delegate responsibility for coastal protection to municipalities.
· The Committee is working to determine next steps on this matter.  
· While there are a number of NSFM projects to support municipalities with coastal land-use planning, the committee will consider whether to retain it as an advocacy priority.
2) Aerial herbicide spraying with glyphosate
· This was requested in response to aerial herbicide spraying of forested lands in Nova Scotia with glyphosate.  
· While the original request referenced advocacy with the Provincial government, it was decided to focus on the federal government as they regulate use of this herbicide.  
· There was a May 2025 Federal Court decision which asked that the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) demonstrate how new scientific evidence relating to glyphosate was considered regarding its recent renewal as a federally approved product.  
· Two letters have been written to the federal Minister of Health communicating NSFM’s interest in this issue and requesting an update on the response to the Federal Court decision.  There has been no response from the Minister.

